
 Mary Martha Scholarship 

Solon High School 

 

Purpose: To provide scholarship support of $1000 minimum, to a deserving senior graduating from 

Solon High School who has achieved a GPA of 2.5+, is active in their religious organization, is active in 

service to others, and has financial need.  This student must plan to attend a 2- or 4-year accredited 

college or university, or an accredited technical or vocational school, on a full-time basis. The winner will 

be chosen by a committee selected by the donor. This scholarship may be renewable for up to 4 years, 

depending on the student’s performance and need.   

About the scholarship: An anonymous donor has deep affection for the Chagrin Valley, where the donor 

was a resident, active in a local church, and spent many working years giving care and assistance to 

others.  The donor is specifically looking for students who have the potential to impact the future by 

offering service to others -therefore, the GPA will not be the primary criteria for choosing the award. 

Often, students have impediments to achieving “in the top 10% of the class” yet contribute to society in 

many positive ways.  Therefore, this will be taken into consideration when judging occurs. 

Selection Process:  Criteria will be a GPA of 2.5+, evidence of active participation in a spiritual 

organization, financial need, and an essay written by the student. The committee may, at their 

discretion, select finalists to be interviewed. The committee’s decision will be final. 

Required: 

• Essay: What are you passionate about, and how will you use that motivation in the future, to 

make a positive difference for others?  The essay must be no greater than 500 words.  

• High school transcript 

• FAFSA (Student Aid report (SAR) showing the Expected Family Contribution (EFC)  

• A letter of recommendation from clergy or youth leader from the applicant’s 

church/synagogue/mosque/temple, who can validate dedication to the student’s spiritual 

beliefs and activity in their religious organization 

• A letter of recommendation from a teacher or community resource who knows the student well 

and can tell the committee how this student has made a difference in the community/family 

structure.  It would be helpful to hear that the student has the potential to be successful in their 

chosen vocation. 

The award will be disbursed directly to the school. The money will be divided into 2 payments, one each 

semester, assuming that the student remains in need and in good standing. The awardee will ultimately 

provide all necessary documents to the committee that ensures the criteria is met and enables the funds 

to transfer into the student’s school account.  Money received from the scholarship, in all good faith, 

must be used for tuition, books or school supplies.  


